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CHILD PROTECTION IN SPORT 
 
 
Does the current situation regarding a number of former football players 
speaking publically about allegations of historical child sexual abuse in 
football have any impact on your area?  
 
As football is the highest profile sport in Scotland, the recent allegations have had an 
impact on PFA Scotland due to the public and media interest. 
It is of course Police Scotland who have primacy over investigating any potential 
criminal element to any allegations, and the Scottish FA’s role to deal with 
investigate any wrong doing within a football context. 
 
We have approached our role in this matter as one of helping to ensure that any 
induvial wishing to come forward has a safe, trusted and confidential environment in 
which to do so, whether or not they are/were members of PFA Scotland. 
When the stories began to break we spoke to the Scottish FA and were initially in 
regular dialogue with the Association and NSPCC. We have since been in contact 
with Police Scotland as their investigations move forward. 
 
We will continue to ensure that the focus is upon the needs and safety of each victim 
as they are the most important people in all of this. This means people who have 
come forward to report to the NSPCC and/or Police Scotland but must also include 
those who do not wish to make a formal report but need support now this has 
become public. 
 
It is imperative that victims are provided with the appropriate care their individual 
situation requires; it cannot be a one size fits all. Some may wish to have a clinical or 
formal medical intervention, victim support groups may be the avenue for others to 
go down whilst some may wish to remain completely confidential and receive more 
informal third sector support 
 
PFA Scotland has received a small number of calls from ex professionals who have 
been victims of historic abuse but we have heard anecdotally that there are more ex 
professionals who are victims but not willing to come forward. This may be as their 
family and friends are unaware or they may not wish their name to become public, 
which is always a chance when there is such media scrutiny. 
 
We welcome the Scottish FA’s decision to hold an Independent Review, the remit of 
which will be of vital importance. The Review needs to be allowed to look deeply at 
this issue as this is an opportunity to get to the root of child abuse within Scottish 
football, going back many years.  
 
The game can move on and learn from the past; we need to know exactly what went 
on at football clubs at all levels in the past otherwise any investigation will fail and 
those who have been victims will not get satisfaction and closure. 
 



What assurances can you provide that the current safeguards and culture of 
sporting organisations ensures that the allegations of historical child sex 
abuse in football could not happen today in sport? 
 
Safeguarding within football is the responsibility of the Scottish FA and its associated 
organisations and leagues. The Scottish FA has taken steps to appoint a Child 
Wellbeing and Protection Manager who will be required to work with affiliated 
associations in order to ensure the introduction and implementation child protection 
policies. There may be resource issues with these associations therefore thought 
must be given on how to support those implementing these policies. 
 
It is vital that everyone involved in football is all fully aware of the importance of the 
duty of care that football clubs at all levels, associations, Leagues and the SFA have 
in ensuring the wellbeing of all players under their jurisdiction. 
 
Learned knowledge however tells us that the football provides a far safer 
environment than in the past, particularly at professional level, but it would be naive 
to think that abuse could not go on today. PVG checks only raise issues when an 
individual has a criminal record; any abuser without a record may not be picked up 
by a PVG check so further safeguarding processes may be required. 
The Scottish FA’s review should not only look at historic abuse but also look at the 
current provision, particularly how to provide further support to clubs with regard to 
safeguarding and protection of children within football.  


